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Abstracts

Background and Aim: The present paper discusses results of a study which aimed to
explore the knowledge and use of Online social networking by MLIS students in Iran
and to explore their perceptions of using that technology for academic and profession-
al purposes, and challenges they face for using them.

Method: The research method was explorative and empirical. Data was collected
through a web-based survey questionnaire containing both open and close ended ques-
tion. The link of questionnaire was emailed to MLIS students in Tehran. 113 students
completed the questionnaire.

Results: The results show that 35 percent of respondents were not users of SNS. In-
ternet filtering in Iran was identified as the major barrier on using SNS by MLIS stu-
dents. Negative perceptions toward SNSs were identified as another big barrier for us-
ing SNSs by MLIS students. 22% of respondents felt that social networking would
waste their time and some 14% saw on benefit on online social networking. 36% of
respondents trusted very little to information released in SNSs. MLIS students were
not sophisticated users of social networking sites. They have good level of skills on
basic features of social networking sites. However, in more advanced features of SNSs
such as privacy settings their skills seemed limited. Respondents to the questionnaire
showed positive feedback on using SNS for academic and professional purposes.
Conclusion: There are several advantages for integrating SNS in LIS education. Pre-
paring students for employing those technologies on their work places upon their
graduation; increasing the employability of LIS students; reaping the educational ben-
efits that SNSs offer and preparing students to teach social networking literacy compe-
tencies to others are some of the advantages of incorporating SNSs into LIS education.
Authors suggest that skills to master online social networking must be taught in LIS
education.

Keywords: Online social networking, Library and Information Science education,
Higher education, Facebook.

56



