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Purpose: In the digital age, information literacy is vital for distinguishing
accurate information from misinformation and navigating digital content.
Despite theoretical emphasis on teaching information literacy in primary
education, reviews in Iran reveal a significant research and implementation
gap. This study assessed the feasibility of implementing an information
literacy course in primary schools across six dimensions: technical, curricular,
human, cultural, administrative, and financial.

Method: This quantitative descriptive-survey study involved primary school
teachers in Kerman, Iran. Sample size was determined using the Krejcie and
Morgan table and selected via cluster random sampling. Data were collected
using a researcher-developed questionnaire with a four-point Likert scale.
Content validity was confirmed by six experts using the CVR method, and
reliability was established through Cronbach's alpha. Data were analyzed
using one-sample t-tests.

Findings: Teacher, administrative, and cultural readiness were significantly
above the theoretical mean, while technical and financial readiness were
significantly below it. Curricular readiness was borderline, with no
statistically significant difference from the theoretical mean.

Conclusion: The Iranian educational system shows considerable readiness in
human capital, socio-cultural support, and administrative structures for
implementing information literacy at primary level. However, severe
deficiencies in technical infrastructure and financial resources, along with the
absence of a formal curriculum, remain the main implementation barriers. It
is recommended that the Ministry of Education, in collaboration with relevant
organizations, provide technical infrastructure, allocate dedicated budgets,
develop a formal curriculum, and enhance teacher training programs.
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Introduction
In the digital age, most countries worldwide are implementing policies to integrate
information and communication technology (ICT) into primary school curricula, as ICT
application in education promotes student-centered learning. Furthermore, in the digital era,
individuals must be able to distinguish accurate information from misinformation and
effectively navigate digital content through digital tools. Information literacy, a concept first
introduced by Zurkowski (1974), enables individuals to evaluate information quality, benefit
from lifelong learning, and advance in their future careers. Despite the theoretical emphasis
on the necessity of teaching information literacy in primary education, reviews conducted in
Iran reveal a significant research and implementation gap in this area. Examinations of
Iranian textbooks and the national education curriculum demonstrate that library and
information literacy concepts are absent from the formal educational framework. Studies by
Bab-ol-Havaeji and Ayni (2009) and Asadnia and Nabiolahi (2019) confirmed that the
concept of school library and information literacy has not been considered as a key to
learning in the national education document. Moreover, Yari (2011) noted that most Iranian
information literacy literature has been written by library and information science and
educational science specialists, primarily focusing on assessing individuals' information
literacy status. International research has shown that in many developing countries,
information literacy education in primary schools faces serious obstacles. Shahid (2016)
found no information literacy instruction in Pakistani government schools, while Batool and
Webber (2019) identified policymakers, school owners, teachers, librarians, family roles,
learning environments, and curriculum gaps as key factors affecting information literacy
education. Bruce (2002) identified four key factors for transforming information literacy
education into a core curriculum feature: cultural changes, policy formulation, teacher
training and development, and collaboration among key stakeholders. However, in Iran, no
comprehensive study has systematically assessed primary schools' readiness for
implementing an information literacy course across technical, educational, human, socio-
cultural, organizational-managerial, and financial dimensions. Therefore, this study aims to
assess the feasibility of implementing an information literacy course in primary schools
across six dimensions, addressing the following research questions:
1. To what extent are primary schools technically ready to implement an information literacy
course?
2. To what extent are primary schools ready in terms of curriculum for implementing an
information literacy course?
3. To what extent are primary schools ready in terms of human resources (teachers) for
implementing an information literacy course?
4. To what extent are primary schools ready in terms of socio-cultural factors for implementing
an information literacy course?
5. To what extent are primary schools ready in terms of administrative structures for
implementing an information literacy course?
6. To what extent are primary schools ready in terms of financial resources for implementing
an information literacy course?

Methods

This research employed a quantitative descriptive-survey design. The statistical population
consisted of 1,600 primary school teachers in Kerman, Iran, during the 2025-2026 academic
year. The sample size was determined as 310 participants using the Krejcie and Morgan table
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and selected through cluster random sampling. To account for potential attrition, 352
questionnaires were distributed, of which 329 usable responses were returned.

Data were collected using a researcher-developed 24-item questionnaire with a 4-
point Likert scale (1=Strongly Disagree, 2=Disagree, 3=Agree, 4=Strongly Agree). The "No
Opinion" option was intentionally excluded for two reasons: first, the assumption that the
population had sufficient awareness of the research topic; second, to reduce central tendency
bias and measurement error. The questionnaire measured six dimensions: technical readiness
(6 items), curriculum readiness (4 items), teacher readiness (3 items), administrative
readiness (4 items), financial readiness (3 items), and cultural readiness (4 items).

Content validity was confirmed using the CVR method by six university experts (three
from Knowledge and Information Science and three from Educational Sciences). Reliability
was established through Cronbach's alpha coefficients: technical readiness (0.730),
curriculum readiness (0.847), teacher readiness (0.690), administrative readiness (0.736),
financial readiness (0.806), cultural readiness (0.744), and overall questionnaire (0.946).
Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics (mean, standard deviation) and inferential
statistics (one-sample t-tests). Normality was confirmed using the Kolmogorov-Smirnov
test, which showed p-values greater than 0.05 for all variables, indicating normal
distribution.

Resultss and Discussion
The sample consisted of 81.7% female and 18.2% male teachers. Regarding education,
58.3% held bachelor's degrees, 36.7% master's degrees, 3.6% associate degrees, and 1.2%
doctorates. Teaching experience distribution showed 39.2% with 1-10 years, 40.7% with 11-
20 years, and 18.2% with 21-30 years.

The table below presents the results of the t-test and the level of readiness for

implementing the information literacy course across the six dimensions under investigation.
Results of One-Sample T-Test (Theoretical Mean = 2.5)

Dimension Mean SD t-value p-value status
Teacher Readiness 2.902 0.537 13.585 0.000 Significantly above mean
Cultural Readiness 2.823 0.510 11.507 0.000 Significantly above mean
Administrative 2.728 0.577 7.158 0.000 Significantly above mean

Readiness
Curriculum Readiness 2.465 0.667 -0.950 0.343 Not significant (borderline)
Technical Readiness 2.062 0.740 -10.702 0.000 Significantly below mean
Financial Readiness 1.924 0.757 -13.792 0.000 Significantly below mean
Conclusions

The findings of this study indicate that among the six dimensions examined, teacher
readiness, cultural readiness, and administrative readiness are at a desirable level. This
demonstrates that the Iranian educational system possesses adequate human capital, socio-
cultural support, and managerial structures for implementing an information literacy course
at the primary level. In particular, teachers showed the highest level of readiness, confirming
their role as the most valuable human asset in this endeavor. Cultural readiness also reflects
growing public awareness of the importance of digital and information literacy.

However, curricular readiness remains in a borderline and uncertain state, showing no
statistically significant difference from the theoretical mean. This indicates the absence of a
formal curriculum with clearly defined objectives, content, and teaching methods for
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information literacy in primary schools. This finding aligns with previous research in Iran
that has consistently pointed to the lack of a codified curriculum in this area.

Furthermore, technical and financial readiness were found to be at critically low
levels, with financial readiness being the lowest among all six dimensions. These severe
deficiencies in technical infrastructure, including internet access and hardware equipment,
along with insufficient financial resources, constitute the most significant structural barriers
to implementing the course.

In sum, while the Iranian educational system shows relative readiness at the "why"
and "with whom" levels—meaning it has motivated teachers, cultural acceptance, and
administrative support—it faces serious challenges at the "how" and "with what facilities"
levels. The system lacks a formal curriculum, adequate technical infrastructure, and
dedicated financial resources. Therefore, successful implementation of an information
literacy course in primary schools requires integrated policy-making, cross-sectoral
collaboration, and urgent interventions to address these structural gaps. It is recommended
that the Ministry of Education, in collaboration with relevant organizations, take action to
provide technical infrastructure, allocate dedicated budgets, develop a formal curriculum,
and enhance teacher training programs.
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